
AUTUMN 2022

A
U

T
U

M
N

 2
0

2
2

AUTUMN 2022

SALMAN KHURSHID

AJAY SAINI

ARSHIYA SETHI

KUMUD DIWAN

MEENAKSHI JAUHARI

AJAY VISHWAS DANDEKAR

MALASHRI LAL

PARTHA S. GHOSH

RADHIKA DAGA

RAJNISH KARKI

RANI DHAVAN SHANKARDASS

SUNIL SUNKARA

SHOBHA GHARE 

SHOBHIT MAHAJAN

SINHARAJA TAMMITA-DELGODA

YOGENDRA NARAIN

VIKAS KUMAR

C
O
N
T
R
I
B
U
T
O
RS



ISSN No.  0376-9771

AUTUMN 2022

iiC Q 2022_Autumn (vol 49, no 2).indb   1 9/6/2022   4:39:17 PmiiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   1iiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   1 10-10-2022   11:55:0110-10-2022   11:55:01



PreSIdeNt

Shyam Saran

dIrector

K. n. ShrIVaSTaVa

edItorIal  Board

Karan SInGh (chairman)
raKESh BaTaByaL
SanJay SrIVaSTaVa
amITa BaVISKar
K. n. ShrIVaSTaVa
KanWaL WaLI
OmITa GOyaL
L. S. TOChhaWnG
USha m. mUnShI (ex-officio)

edItorIal  Staff

chIef  edItor

OmITa GOyaL

dePuty edItor

rITU SInGh

Sr.  aSSIStaNt edItor

raChna JOShI

Photo eSSay aNd cover deSIgN

TanIa daS GUpTa

cover art

ShOBha GharE
‘foggy Mountain’
Mixed media on paper, 15 x 13 inches
courtesy: Gallery Art.Motif, New Delhi

© 2022 india international centre. All 
articles are copyright and may not be 
reproduced without permission
 
Opinions expressed by our Contributors 
are not necessarily those of the Centre
 
Autumn 2022
Volume 49, Number 2
 
India International Centre Quarterly is
printed and published by Kanwal Wali
for india international centre, 
40, Max Mueller Marg, New Delhi 110 003
 
Price: ` 125
 
Annual Rates
india: ` 500; Abroad: $ 45 (by airmail)
iNstitutioNs

india: ` 750; Abroad: $ 55 (by airmail)
 
BANK chARGes for outstation cheques:
` 50 / $ 15
 
Payments should be made by  
bank draft or cheque payable to  
INdIa INterNatIoNal ceNtre at New Delhi 

enquiries may be addressed to
Rohit singh (tel: 24609330);
e-mail: publication.iic@nic.in

typeset at Glyph Graphics Private 
Limited, Delhi 110 096
glyphgraphics2013@gmail.com

Printed at Niyogi offset Private Limited, 
New Delhi

the india international centre is a society 
promoting understanding and amity 
between the different communities of 
the world by undertaking or supporting 
the study of their past and present 
cultures, by disseminating or exchanging 
knowledge thereof and by providing 
such other facilities as would lead to their 
universal appreciation

iiC Q 2022_Autumn (vol 49, no 2).indb   2 9/6/2022   4:39:17 PmiiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   2iiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   2 10-10-2022   11:55:0110-10-2022   11:55:01



coNteNtS
VOLUME 49 AUtUMn 2022 nUMBER 2

v: Editorial 
omIta goyal

artIcleS

1: arts and the Law:  
The need for an Urgent and deep read

arShIya SethI

12: Classical music and the divine power of yoga
Kumud dIWaN

23: Creating ‘Ugly’ Beauty:  
Tracing and delineating Bibhatsa Rasa in Kathak

SuNIl SuNKara

36: rasheed hasan Khan:  
Guardian of Classical Urdu Tradition

meeNaKShI JauharI

42: Taangh: multiple memories: multiple narratives
Partha S. ghoSh

51: Organising the Indian Government:  
Where We Stand, and Could

raJNISh KarKI

Photo eSSay 

62: Baba Saheb: a philatelic Journey (1966–2022)
vIKaS Kumar

iiC Q 2022_Autumn (vol 49, no 2).indb   3 9/6/2022   4:39:17 PmiiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   3iiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   3 10-10-2022   11:55:0110-10-2022   11:55:01



I I C  Q U A R T E R L Y

artIcleS

90:  delhi University @ 100:  
Institute of Eminence or Crumbling Edifice?

  ShoBhIt mahaJaN

102:  The Civil–military relationship
  yogeNdra NaraIN

112:  The Chinese puzzle and the Indian policy Stance:  
Some Considerations

  aJay vIShWaS daNdeKar

119:  The Last Expedition:  
Sri Lanka in a Shambles

  radhIKa daga

125:  Sri Lanka: a Bloodless revolution?
  SINharaJa tammIta-delgoda

BooK revIeWS 

139:  Joginder Paul: The Writerly Writer  
Krishna Sobti: A Counter Archive

  malaShrI lal

146:  Jallianwala Bagh:  
A Ground-breaking History of the 1919 Massacre

  raNI dhavaN ShaNKardaSS

153:  Bazm-i Aakhir:  
The Last Gathering: A Vivid Portrait of Life in the Red Fort

  SalmaN KhurShId

158:  Voices from the Lost Horizon:  
Stories and Songs of the Great Andamanese

  aJay SaINI

162: coNtrIButorS

IIC Q 2022_AUTUmn (vol 49, no 2).indb   4 9/6/2022   4:39:17 PmiiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   4iiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   4 10-10-2022   11:55:0110-10-2022   11:55:01



v 

edItorIal

oft times the IIC has been defined as a trinity of three core 
streams: cultural, social and intellectual. When readers open 
the pages of this issue, it will be at the conclusion of the 2022 

IIC Experience: A Festival of the Arts, a time when the three streams 
come together as one. We are certain this most eagerly anticipated 
annual event has been as enjoyable as always.

as usual, the autumn issue covers a varied range of subjects. 
It will appeal especially to those interested in the arts, international 
relations, governance and education.

Five articles are a canvas of the diversity of what constitutes 
‘the arts’. arshiya Sethi asks a question most would not think of: are 
the arts and the Law in a binary relationship? In fact, she says, the two 
have been intertwined for all the wrong reasons—from the attempt to 
control devadasis in colonial times to Section 124a of the IpC which 
has been used extensively against artists, journalists, among others.

Kumud diwan has provided the uninitiated with a detailed 
exposition on the evolution of Indian music from the harrapan 
civilisation to the present day. She then brings out the connection 
between sound and yoga, which, too, is integral to Indic tradition. 
Sunil Sunkara, a professional exponent of Kathak, traces the 
bibhatsa rasa (the odious, ugly sentiment) in the Kathak tradition, 
which most dancers tend to avoid. he argues for an approach that 
combines the ugly with the aspects of beauty and entertainment 
traditionally associated with Kathak.

moving to the genre of film, partha Ghosh tells the story of 
Taangh (Longing; punjabi), a film on the life of nandy Singh, a world-
class hockey player who participated in the famous 1948 London 
Olympics. But more than nandy, the film captures the period of 
partition; the partition of the country as also the partition of the team.

meenakshi Jauhari writes about the most influential scholar 
of modern Urdu adab, rasheed hasan Khan. a familiar figure at 

iiC Q 2022_Autumn (vol 49, no 2).indb   5 9/6/2022   4:39:17 PmiiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   5iiC Q_Autumn_2022_nOPL.indd   5 10-10-2022   11:55:0110-10-2022   11:55:01



vi

I I C  Q U A R T E R L Y

the ‘dSchool’ coffee house, resident of Gwyer house, and a great 
scholar of the 1970s, Khan epitomises a period in the history of 
the University of delhi that Shobit mahajan writes about. mahajan 
traces the evolution of the University as it celebrates 100 years. Still 
a university of some standing, mahajan does not whitewash the 
problems that beset this place of learning and expression today and 
what this means for the future.

yogendra narain discusses the many facets of the civil–military 
relationship in India—from the British Indian army when the military 
was used to supress the freedom movement, to Independence when 
we realised the need to keep the military away from politics to ensure 
a stable democracy. Unlike India, Sinharaja Tammita-delgoda writes, 
Sri Lanka never had a separate military culture, but the current 
implosion has changed the role of the military, making it the object of 
the people’s anger and frustration. But Sri Lanka has, throughout its 
tumultuous history, exhibited an unusual resilience. Life does go on. 
This is brought out by radhika daga’s narrative of her walk through 
the country’s rainforest while the city was literally burning.

Two current and ongoing concerns are dealt with by ajay 
dandekar and rajnish Karki. The former examines the policy 
compulsions that have driven the Sino–Indian relationship from 
1954 to date. Karki makes an interesting point when he describes the 
government as an ‘enormous organisation’. he explores this idea over 
three phases: pre-Independence or colonial; Independence to the 
1980s; and the three decades after to where we are today. Finally, the 
photo essay, titled ‘Baba Saheb: a philatelic Journey (1966-2022)’, and 
curated by Vikas Kumar. The year 1966 is significant because it took 
about two decades after Independence for the posts and Telegraph 
department of India to usher a dalit leader into the philatelic world 
where till then only upper-caste hindu men were mostly seen.

We are moving closer to the end of 2022. If I were to think 
of the most significant development during the year, it would be the 
election of ms droupadi murmu as president of India, the first tribal 
woman to be elected to the position; a woman who came up the hard 
way. This is no mean achievement and we wish her every success.

OMItA GOYAL
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