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Arts and Architecture 

 

 

1. Jain, Jyotindra. Jangarh Singh Shyam: a conjour's archive. Bangalore: Museum of Art & 

Photography, 2018. (Acc. No. 55201) 

759.954 JAI 

This volume offers an analysis of the work of the Gond artist Jangarh Singh Shyam -The 

author breaks down the too-simple narratives of 'tribal' and 'contemporary' and how they 

apply to this folk artist Before any sound critical framework could be evolved around the 

phenomenal artist Jangarh Singh Shyam as the originator of an extraordinary 

individualistic idiom of painting, ruthless market forces regrettably came to dominate his 

art and Jangarh himself became their first casualty.  

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Jangarh-Singh-Shyam-Conjurors-Archive/dp/9385360639 

 

2. Devadoss, Manohar. Madras inked: impressions of an artist and an architect. Chennai,C. 

P. R Publications, 2021. (Acc. No. 55193)  

720.954 DEV 

https://www.amazon.in/Jangarh-Singh-Shyam-Conjurors-Archive/dp/9385360639


What the late heritage activist and possibly Madras’ finest raconteur S. Muthiah, 

journalist Vincent d’ Souza, and their team created with Madras Day or Week (the last 

week of August) since 2004, is an ode to the old city, nostalgia primed, and invoking a 

warm, pleasant feeling in inhabitants of a city who consider it home. 

 

Among the key highlights this Madras Day, held after a pandemic that had wrecked 

tremendous havoc in the city, COVID protocols still firmly in place, was the launch 

of Madras inked... Impressions of an artist and an architect . For people who love a city 

like it is a persona, there seldom is more joy than having parts of the city gift-wrapped 

for them. 

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/books/books-reviews/madras-inked-impressions-of-

an-artist-and-an-architect-review-window-to-a-loved-old-old-city/article36134918.ece 

 

3. Sawhney, Rashmi Devi, ed. The vanishing point: moving images after video. New Delhi: 

Tulika Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55197) 

791.4 VAN 

The Vanishing Point: Moving Images After Video (volume 3 in the India Since the 

90s series) tracks the fugitive afterlife of the moving image ever since the proclaimed 

death of celluloid film. At once everywhere and nowhere, rapidly circulating moving 

images have become archives of public memory, degraded repositories of what was 

cinema, surveillance tools and instruments of governance. In this book, filmmakers, 

moving image artists and theorists are assembled to reconstruct one of the most elusive, 

and significant, transformations of the millennial turn. 

Source: https://pagdandi.org/product/the-vanishing-point-moving-images-after-video-ed-

rashmi-devi-sawhney/ 

 

Archaeology 

 

4. Wilson, Brian C. City of facades: archaeology history and urbanism in velha Goa. Delhi: 

Primus Books, 2022. (Acc.No. 55235) 

913.031799 WIL 

City of Façades: Archaeology, History, and Urbanism in Velha Goa revisits early modern 

colonial urbanisms through an archaeological project conducted in 2012 at the 

Portuguese colonial site of Velha Goa, India. Histories written about the city’s growth 

and decline from 1510 to the current day are unavoidably structured by elite, top-down 

understandings of social processes, owing principally to the limits of the colonial 

archives themselves. As a result, quotidian material transformations, essential to urban 

processes, remain largely unconsidered. The archaeological data explored in this volume 

allows us to reflect on these transformations and how they shaped colonial life, both 

during and after Portuguese rule. 

Source: https://primusbooks.com/archaeology/city-of-facades-archaeology-history-and-

urbanism-in-velha-goa-by-brian-c-wilson/ 

 



 

 

Biography 

 

5. Habib, S. Irfan. Maulana Azad: a life. New Delhi: Rupa Publications, 2023. (Acc. No. 

55286) 

923.254 M88 R23 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958) was an Islamic scholar, freedom fighter, 

freethinker, journalist, and independent India's first education minister. Born into an 

orthodox family of famed Islamic scholars, Azad was deeply influenced by the pan-

Islamic philosophies of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan and Jamaluddin Afghani. Azad had no 

formal education, but he was an autodidact who taught himself about culture, philosophy, 

languages, and literature. As a teenager, he successfully published several magazines and 

newspapers and went on to publish the immensely popular Urdu weekly Al-Hilal through 

which he tried to persuade Indian Muslims to shake off the shackles of British rule. He 

became inspired by Gandhi's non-violent civil disobedience movement and was 

extremely critical of the Muslim League's communal politics. He joined the Indian 

National Congress and was elected its youngest president. As president, Azad fought 

against the fissiparous politics of the Muslim League as well as the oppressive British 

regime. After Independence, he reinvigorated India's formal education system and laid 

the foundations for scientific and cultural learning in India. He pioneered free and 

compulsory elementary education and adult literacy programmes. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Maulana-Azad-Life-Irfan-Habib/dp/9393852189 

 

6. Purandare, Vaibhav. Shivaji: India's great warrior king. New Delhi: Juggernaut Books, 

2022. (Acc. No. 55112) 

 923.254 K27 R22  

 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the legendary seventeenth-century Maratha warrior who 

audaciously took on the Mughal empire at the height of its powers under Emperor 

Aurangzeb, and became a beacon of inspiration well after his death for those fighting for 

Indian independence, is one of the most compelling figures of early modern India. This is 

his definitive biography, relying on a vast variety of Marathi language sources overlooked 

in standard English works and enriched by author Vaibhav Purandare’s deep knowledge 

of the rugged terrain and culture of the region. With a wealth of evocative detail, it charts 

the dizzying story of this self-made military hero who started out as a teenage rebel of 

great precocity and daring, and ended up crowning himself king of an independent 

Maratha state after changing the political map of his native Deccan. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Shivaji-Indias-Great-Warrior-King/dp/9391165508 

 

7. Mohan, Arvind. Gandhi Katha. Noida: Setu Prakashan, 2022. 5 Volumes(Acc. No. 

55225,55226,55227,55228,55229) 

923.254 M69 Q22 

अरविन्द मोहन द्िारा पााँच खण्डों में लिखी गई `गाांधी कथा` उस अथथ में कथा नह ां है। यह उतना 
ह  प्रामणिक है जितना ककसी इततहास को होना चाहहए। िेककन यह विधधित इततहास नह ां है, 

क्योंकक इसमें कािक्रम से घटनाओां और तथ्यों का ब्योरा ि ्लसिलसिा नह ां है। यह एक िहृत 

https://www.amazon.in/Maulana-Azad-Life-Irfan-Habib/dp/9393852189
https://www.amazon.in/Shivaji-Indias-Great-Warrior-King/dp/9391165508


ितृान्त है जिसे ककस्सागोई के अन्दाज़ में लिखा गया है। बेशक इस ितृान्त के केन्र में गाांधी हैं, 
पर यह ितृान्त लसर्थ  उनका नह ां है, उनके सहयोधगयों और हमसफर रहे िोगों का भी है जिन्होंने 
सद्गुि साधना करते हुए देश की आिाद  की िड़ाई तथा अन्य सािथितनक कामों में अपने को 
झोंक हदया। 

Source: https://universalbooksellers.com/gandhi-katha-4-gandhi-hi-gandhi-hindi-by-

arvind-mohan-9789393758187-copy-2/ 

 

8. Harris, Ruth. Guru to the world: the life and legacy of Vivekananda. Cambridge: Harvard 

University Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55236) 

922.94 M63 R22 

From the Wolfson History Prize–winning author of The Man on Devil’s Island,the 

definitive biography of Vivekananda, the Indian monk who shaped the intellectual and 

spiritual history of both East and West. 

Few thinkers have had so enduring an impact on both Eastern and Western life as Swami 

Vivekananda, the Indian monk who inspired the likes of Freud, Gandhi, and Tagore. 

Blending science, religion, and politics, Vivekananda introduced Westerners to yoga and 

the universalist school of Hinduism called Vedanta. His teachings fostered a more 

tolerant form of mainstream spirituality in Europe and North America and forever 

changed the Western relationship to meditation and spirituality. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Guru-World-Life-Legacy-Vivekananda/dp/0674291603 

 

9. Desai, R. W., ed. English and Indian literature: precolonial to postcolonial: essays in 

memory of G. K. Das. Delhi: Aakar Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55200) 

 923.254 N34 R22 

 This book in memory of Prof. G. K. Das takes on special significance as India reflects on 

the ever-changing prospect ahead of the first seventy-five years of her independence. It 

should be of intrest to the general reader as well as to scholars from the fields of literature 

and cultural studies. The collection outlines the exciting yet troubled relationship between 

texts and the larger cultural context that htey help shape and that shapes them in turn. 

From India's legendary past, through the dawn of colonisation, its high noon and long-

drawn out twilight, the essays urge the reader to compare in principle and in practice the 

sophisticated relationship between events and the written word, or between lines of 

inquiry and the various kinds of writing that articulate them. 

Source:https://www.flipkart.com/english-indian-literature-precolonial-postcolonial-

essays-memory-g-k-das/p/itme914536ad15a8 

 

Economics 

 

10. Balakrishna, Pulapre. India's economy from Nehru to Modi: a brief history. Ranikhet: 

Permanent Black, 2022. (Acc. No. 55213) 

  330.954 BAL 

  How has India’s economy fared over the first seventy-years of the country’s  

independence? More specifically, how has India’s economic journey impacted the life of 

https://universalbooksellers.com/gandhi-katha-4-gandhi-hi-gandhi-hindi-by-arvind-mohan-9789393758187-copy-2/
https://universalbooksellers.com/gandhi-katha-4-gandhi-hi-gandhi-hindi-by-arvind-mohan-9789393758187-copy-2/
https://www.amazon.in/Guru-World-Life-Legacy-Vivekananda/dp/0674291603
https://www.flipkart.com/english-indian-literature-precolonial-postcolonial-essays-memory-g-k-das/p/itme914536ad15a8
https://www.flipkart.com/english-indian-literature-precolonial-postcolonial-essays-memory-g-k-das/p/itme914536ad15a8


the Indian citizen? Have the various economic measures and reforms since 1947 

improved or worsened matters for the people? These are the core issues addressed within 

this concise and accessible book. Given India’s large population, there has always been 

great interest internationally in the steps taken to shape the country’s economy and its 

consequent advance. The country, says Pulapre Balakrishnan, has undoubtedly 

progressed. It is now self-sufficient in food, industrially capable, and globally recognised 

for its software services. Yet, while the country has ended famine, it has neither 

eliminated poverty nor reduced inequality of opportunity. If India has modernised 

without human development, can the India story amount to much? The author argues that 

an economy focused largely on growth instead of equally on well-being – which can 

come about only with substantial public provision of education and health – ignores a 

founding premise of the Indian republic. Written by a professional economist with 

impeccable academic credentials, this invigorating short account illuminates India’s 

economic journey since 1947 while arguing persuasively for an appreciation of its human 

dimension. Students, scholars, and the everyday reading public will be enlightened by 

this fresh and comprehensive overview. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/IndiaS-Economy-Nehru-Modi-Hb/dp/8178246570 

 

11. Lahiri, Ashok K., ed. Those were the days: tales from the 15th finance commission. New 

Delhi: Rupa Publications, 2022. (Acc. No. 55206) 

  336.54 THO 

 The Finance Commission has played a critical role in India’s federal structure since 1952. 

Every five years, this constitutional body produces a report recommending what share of 

the Union Government’s divisible tax pool should be devolved to the states, and how this 

aggregate should be distributed among the different states, among other recommendations 

on fiscal governance. In between its appointment and submission of its Report, the Finance 

Commission tends to spend the intervening period in the relative secrecy of internal 

discussions and state visits. Despite the excitement about the Commissions in the media, 

and among the public, leaders and bureaucrats in states, little is publicly known about the 

rich experiences that the members and staff of the Commission gain while visiting all the 

states of our large and diverse country, and their interpersonal interactions. Those Were 

the Days captures vignettes of such experiences of the 15th Finance Commission. It is a 

book not of history or economics or even secret deliberations within the Commission, but 

one that captures the joys of working as a team, a sense of discovery of the unity in 

diversity that is India and the great camaraderie that it enjoyed with leaders and civil 

servants in the different states. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/THOSE-WERE-DAYS-FINANCE-

COMMISSION/dp/9355201338 

 

12. Tellis, Ashley J., eds. Grasping greatness: making India a leading power. Gurugram: 

Viking, 2022. (Acc. No. 55233) 

338.954 TEL 

Grasping Greatness explores the various tasks pertaining to this push for eminence in 

world affairs. It elaborates the economic, state-building, and international dimensions of 

this ambition. Eminent thinkers like Rakesh Mohan, Ila Patnaik, Surjit Bhalla, Arjun 

https://www.amazon.in/IndiaS-Economy-Nehru-Modi-Hb/dp/8178246570
https://www.amazon.in/THOSE-WERE-DAYS-FINANCE-COMMISSION/dp/9355201338
https://www.amazon.in/THOSE-WERE-DAYS-FINANCE-COMMISSION/dp/9355201338


Subramanian, and others reflect upon the tasks at hand and the desirable routes to achieve 

them. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Grasping-Greatness-Making-India-

Leading/dp/0670093726 

 

13. Manuel, Thomas. Opium Inc.: how a global drug trade funded the British empire. Noida: 

Harper Collins, 2021. (Acc. No. 55290) 

382.09171241 MAN  

This is the story of the world's biggest drug deal. In the nineteenth century, the British 

East India Company operated a triangle of trade that straddled the globe, running from 

India to China to Britain. From India to China, they took opium. From China to Britain, 

they took tea. From Britain to India, they brought empire. It was a machine that 

consumed cheap Indian land and labour and spat out money. The British had two 

problems, though. They were importing enormous amounts of tea from China, but the 

Celestial Empire looked down on British goods and only wanted silver in return. 

Simultaneously, the expanding colony in India was proving far too expensive to maintain. 

The British solved both problems with opium, which became the source of income on 

which they built their empire. For more than a century, the British knew that the drug was 

dangerous and continued to trade in it anyway. Its legacy in India, whether the poverty of 

Bihar or the wealth of Bombay, is still not acknowledged. Like many colonial institutions 

in India, the story of opium is one of immense pain for many and huge privileges for a 

few. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Opium-Inc-Thomas-Manuel/dp/9354229271 

 

14. Mathur, Ajay. Energy efficiency matters. New Delhi: TERI Alumni Association, 2022. 

(Acc. No. 55217) 

  333.7911 MAT  

  Energy Efficiency Matters gives concerned citizens like you an overview of how your 

electricity bills are calculated as well as practical guidelines and clear directions for 

practising energy efficiency at home. The easily-implementable practices for mindful and 

responsible electricity consumption in daily life can significantly reduce your household’s 

energy costs as well as the impact of harmful carbon emissions on your health and the 

local environment. Without compelling you to buy any new technology or make any 

additional expense, this book aims to help you achieve a change in outlook that will have 

repercussions far beyond your home, extending to the nation and the whole world. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Energy-Efficiency-Matters-Mathur-

Thadani/dp/9394657045 

 

15. Jha, Saurav. Negotiating the new normal: how India must grow in a pandemic-ridden 

world. Gurugram: Hachette Book Publishing, 2022. (Acc. No. 55113) 

             337 JHA 

In Negotiating the New Normal, Saurav Jha clinically examines why, in the wake of the 

coronavirus shock, strong economic recovery in the developed world is more doubtful 

than ever. Instead of throwing its weight behind a multipolar world order, China, by far 

the largest economy among the BRICS nations, has chosen to create a Pax Sinica. 

However, it is unlikely to make much headway owing to both internal economic 

https://www.amazon.in/Grasping-Greatness-Making-India-Leading/dp/0670093726
https://www.amazon.in/Grasping-Greatness-Making-India-Leading/dp/0670093726
https://www.amazon.in/Opium-Inc-Thomas-Manuel/dp/9354229271
https://www.amazon.in/Energy-Efficiency-Matters-Mathur-Thadani/dp/9394657045
https://www.amazon.in/Energy-Efficiency-Matters-Mathur-Thadani/dp/9394657045


contradictions and pushback from the West and beyond. And what of India? Can it 

become a ‘new China’ to serve as a key engine of global growth, overcoming the 

pandemic-induced setback as well as earlier policy missteps like demonetization? 

Answering all these questions and raising many more, Jha’s deeply researched and 

cogently argued account examines the ‘new normal’ of a transactional, even predatory 

geo-economic climate where central banks are fast running out of answers and heavily 

indebted governments are desperately searching for silver bullets. This work of 

extraordinary depth and ambition, tracing the destinies of the major economic centres of 

the world, provides a nuanced, if sobering, context to the reader as it suggests what India 

must do to rise in this grave, new pandemic-ridden world. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Negotiating-New-Normal-India-

Deflationary/dp/9350095777 

 

Education 

 

16. Razzack, Azra. The school at Ajmeri gate: Delhi's educational legacy. New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55209)  

373.5456 RAZ 

This book provides an in-depth and first hand account of varying issues that emerge in 

the running of a large educational institution without having access to proper 

infrastructure and funds. As a result of these limitations, are very few such old Muslim 

schools left in the city. 

Source: https://global.oup.com/academic/product/the-school-at-ajmeri-gate-

9788194831624?lang=en&cc=is 

17. Rai, Sanjeev. Conflict education and the people's war in Nepal. Oxon: Routledge, 2018. 

(Acc. No. 55224) 

370.95496 RAI 

This book presents an overview of the democracy movement and the history of education 

in Nepal. It shows how schools became the battleground for the state and the Maoists as 

well as captures emerging trends in the field, challenges for the state and negotiations 

with political commitments. It looks at the factors that contributed to the conflict, and 

studies the politics of the region alongside gender and identity dynamics. 

Source:https://www.routledge.com/Conflict-Education-and-Peoples-War-in-

Nepal/Rai/p/book/9780367735210 

 

18. Ghosh, Swati. The poet's school: a history of patha-bhavana and siksha-satra. Kolkata: 

Jadavpur University Press, 2021. (Acc. No. 55159) 

370.95414 GHO 

In this book, the authors trace the institutional history of the Patha-Bhavana and the 

Siksha-Satra, two schools founded by Rabindranath Tagore which would grow into the 

famed Visva-Bharati, or the ‘world school’. Weaving together narrative threads 

connecting personalities from across the world who gathered at the Santiniketan ashram, 

the book maps the growth of these educational institutions against the backdrop of 

Tagore’s evolving philosophy of education. Translated from the original Bengali, The 

https://www.amazon.in/Negotiating-New-Normal-India-
https://www.amazon.in/Negotiating-New-Normal-India-
https://www.routledge.com/Conflict-Education-and-Peoples-War-in-Nepal/Rai/p/book/9780367735210
https://www.routledge.com/Conflict-Education-and-Peoples-War-in-Nepal/Rai/p/book/9780367735210


Poet’s School charts the growth of the poet’s vision of an alternative educational system 

that challenged the social mores of a society under colonial rule. It captures the history of 

a unique experiment in education geared towards a life of free thinking, social service, 

creativity and self-sufficiency for its students. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Poets-School-History-Patha-Bhavana-Siksha-

Satra/dp/9383660813 

 

Environment 

 

19. Misra, Atulya. Oxygen manifesto: a battle for the environment. New Delhi: Rupa 

Publications, 2019. (Acc. No. 55151) 

   577.22 MIS 

   Oxygen Manifesto is a story of the triumph of ordinary people over the might of the 

establishment in their battle to save the environment. Thatha lives in a remote and 

inaccessible part of Manipur and Ravi is a young IAS officer from the Tamil Nadu cadre. 

Circumstances bring them together and they create the most effective environmental 

movement the world has ever seen. They shun the politics of criticism and personal attacks 

and focus on establishing a new polity based on the principles of environmental protection, 

habitat conservation, direct civil action and democratic decentralization. Oxygen Manifesto 

is an engaging story about environmental degradation and the impact of the Anthropocene. 

It exposes the myth around wealth creation and the paradigm of economic growth. It also 

plants a development narrative that is environment-centric—an idea which is considered 

fringe in today’s times, but is bound to emerge as a mainstream thought in the future. The 

story also has an undercurrent of minimalism and veganism, as opposed to consumerism 

and wasteful consumption. A novel concept of taxing goods and services based on their 

carbon and water footprint has also been introduced by the writer. This is a must-read for 

anyone who cares about the future of human civilization. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Oxygen-Manifesto-Atulya-Misra/dp/9353334101 

 

 

Health Sciences 

 

20. Parsheera, Smriti, ed. Private and controversial: when public health and privacy meet in 

India. Gurugram: HarperCollins, 2023. (Acc. No. 55211) 

   614.5 PRI 

The everyday interactions between the individual, the community, and the public health 

ecosystem raise a number of questions about how to balance the state's legitimate public 

health interests with the informational privacy, bodily integrity and decisional autonomy 

of citizens. 

Set against the background of the COVID pandemic, creation of the National Digital 

Health Mission, and the ongoing debate on data protection, the collection of essays 

in Private and Controversial will explore the intersection between privacy and public 

health. The contributors include experts and practitioners from the fields of public health, 

law, economics, public policy, and public administration. 



Source:https://www.amazon.in/Private-Controversial-Public-Health-

Privacy/dp/9356295042 

 

History 

 

21. Bhattacharjee, Manash Firaq. Nehru and the spirit of India. Gurugram: Viking, 2022. 

(Acc. No. 55210) 

   954 BHA 

   Jawaharlal Nehru was Plato's philosopher king, who 'discovered' an India that remains an 

undiscovered possibility. Nehru and the Spirit of India is a critical and nuanced perusal of 

his intellectual and political legacy. From the 'politics of friendship' between Nehru and 

Sheikh Abdullah, Nehru's defense of secularism in the Constituent Assembly Debates, to 

what propelled Nehru to curb free speech in the First Amendment, Manash Firaq 

Bhattacharjee draws from political history to illuminate fierce debates in India today: 

Kashmir, the CAA, and hate speech. Be it contemporary events like the miracle of Ganesha 

drinking milk and the use of Vedic astrology in Chandrayaan-2, or the agonising suicide of 

a doctor, the author examines the fractured nature of Indian modernity, which Nehru had 

suggestively called a 'garb'. Bhattacharjee bolsters Nehru's view that India is enriched by 

the encounter of cultures and that we must not discard the past, but engage with it. As a 

second-generation refugee, Bhattacharjee argues for a 'minoritarian' approach to national 

politics. Breaking ideological and disciplinary protocols, he compels us to learn from the 

insights of poets and thinkers. Lucidly written, this provocative book offers an original 

perspective on Nehru and Indian history. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Book-Manash-Firaq-Bhattacharjee/dp/0670094234 

 

22. Devasher, Tilak. The pashtuns: a contested history. Gurugram: Harper Collins Publishers, 

2022. (Acc. No. 55234) 

958.1 DEV 

The Pashtuns are perhaps the largest ethnic group in the world without a country of their 

own. They inhabit a continuous stretch of land from the Hindu Kush to the Indus, across 

Pakistan and Afghanistan. Pakistan used the Pashtun-dominated areas in Federally 

Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) as a launching pad against the Soviet occupation of 

Afghanistan in the 1980s and later during the US-led War on Terror. 

In the process FATA was kept in a constitutional and informational black hole. The 

discontent finally burst in 2018 when the extra-judicial killing of a Pashtun youth led to 

widespread protests. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Pashtuns-Contested-History-Tilak-

Devasher/dp/9394407634 

 

23. Gandhi, Rajmohan. India after 1947: reflections & recollections. New Delhi: Aleph 

Book, 2022. (Acc. No. 55190) 

   954.04 GAN 

   Seventy-five years after Independence, India faces stark questions. Some of the most 

pressing ones relate to jobs and the cost of living. But questions about the state of our 

democracy are equally critical, if not more so. When India won independence and prepared 

https://www.amazon.in/Book-Manash-Firaq-Bhattacharjee/dp/0670094234


to become the world’s largest democracy, the people, through their leaders and elected 

representatives, looked to create a nation built on the ideals of equality, liberty, and 

fraternity. That this seemed a successful exercise—in a densely populated country with 

high levels of illiteracy and poverty, a bewildering variety of religions, castes, and 

languages, and a history of internal conflict—surprised many and gave hope to many more. 

However, over the years, these ideals have repeatedly come under attack. In the book, the 

author reflects on key issues that India will need to deal with. He asks if India’s future will 

be dictated by the resentful victimhood that seems to grip the champions of Hindu 

nationalism in a country where Hindus dominate the economy, the polity, the media, the 

culture, and everything else. Or will calm, thoughtful, self-critical yet confident young 

Indians—Hindu, Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Parsi, and others—prevail and 

continue to build a country that treats everyone as equal? He addresses debates about the 

idea, image, and personality of Ram throughout India’s life and history; analyses the fallout 

of Partition and the concept of Akhand Bharat; and delves into what Mahatma Gandhi 

stood for and against—all of them issues that are contested in today’s India.  

Source: https://www.amazon.in/India-after-1947-Reflections-Recollections/dp/9393852510 

 

24. Singha, Radhika. The coolie's great war: Indian labour in a global conflict 1914-1921. 

Noida: HarperCollins, 2020. (Acc. No. 55156) 

  940.41254 SIN 

  Though largely invisible in histories of the First World War, over 5,50,000 men in the 

ranks of the Indian army were non-combatants. From the porters, stevedores and 

construction workers in the Coolie Corps to those who maintained supply lines and 

removed the wounded from the battlefield, Radhika Singha recovers the story of this 

unacknowledged service. The labour regimes built on the backs of these 'coolies' sustained 

the military infrastructure of empire; their deployment in interregional arenas bent to the 

demands of global war. Viewed as racially subordinate and subject to 'non-martial' caste 

designations, they fought back against their status, using the warring powers' need for 

manpower as leverage to challenge traditional service hierarchies and wage differentials. 

The Coolie's Great War views that global conflict through the lens of Indian labour, 

constructing a distinct geography of the war-from tribal settlements and colonial jails, 

beyond India's frontiers, to the battlefronts of France and Mesopotamia. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Coolies-Great-War-Conflict-1914-1921/dp/9353579856 

 

25. Rana, Kishan S. Churchill and India: manipulation or betrayal. Oxon: Routledge, 2023. 

(Acc. No. 55212) 

   941.084092 RAN  

This book studies the extraordinary connection Winston Churchill had with India. 

Beginning with the early years of his career in India, it traces his rise as a politician, his 

years as the Prime Minister of Great Britain during the Second World, and his 

machinations in preserving the Empire. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Churchill-India-Manipulation-Kishan-

Rana/dp/1032354968 

 

26. Khan, Razak. Minority pasts: locality, emotions, and belonging in Princely Rampur. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55185) 

https://www.amazon.in/India-after-1947-Reflections-Recollections/dp/9393852510
https://www.amazon.in/Coolies-Great-War-Conflict-1914-1921/dp/9353579856


950 KHA 

This is the first comprehensive English-language monograph on the local history and 

politics of Rampur princely state, based on Persian, Pashto, Urdu, Hindi, and English 

archives and oral histories of Rampuris. The book provides insights into the various 

facets of the political, economic, religious, literary, socio-cultural, and affective history of 

Rampur and Rampuris in India and Pakistan.  

Source: https://india.oup.com/product/minority-pasts-9788194831686 

 

27. Khanna, Atul. Between you and me: flight to societal moksha. New Delhi: Bloomsbury, 

2022. (Acc. No. 55153) 

   954.053 KHA 

The governance models based on social, constitutional, economic and administrative 

structure were conceptualised in the nineteenth century or earlier and were executed in 

the twentieth century. India is our setting, but the problem is universal. This book 

challenges the existing structures and provokes the youth to think out of the box to 

combat such challenges.  

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Between-You-Me-Flight-Societal-

ebook/dp/B07DM8X16T 

 

28. Hangloo, Rattan Lal. Enquiries in medieval India: religion society culture and polity. 

Delhi: Primus Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55287) 

954.1 HAN 

Enquiries in Medieval India: Religion, Society, Culture, and Polity illustrates the nature 

and span of medieval India, which was always subject to external influences. These 

influences, upon assimilation, made India internally plural and got reflected in a 

continuing conversation between its different socio-religious traditions, cultures, strands 

of thought, and polities. With deliberations on the periodization of medieval India to 

exploring contacts between India and Central Asia during the period, this work 

investigates a range of historical problems. It examines the role of political ideas, 

institutions, religious vocabulary, cultural virtues, and communal relationships that 

helped in consolidating and conducting the affairs of the state in a pluralistic society. 

Source: https://primusbooks.com/enquiries-in-medieval-india-religion-society-culture-

and-polity-by-rattan-lal-hangloo/ 

 

29. Agarwal, K. P. British takeover of India: modus operandi; an original study of the 

policies and methods, based on treaties and other official documents. New Delhi: 

INTACH, 2022. (Acc. No. 55293) 

954.035AGA 

This book covers the period of Indian history from 1757, i.e. the period of ascendancy 

and consolidation of British rule. It challenges many of the accepted major premises and 

notions regarding this period of history and brings into sharp relief the policy and 

methods followed by the British. It also highlights the untruths, treachery, breach of 

solemn treaties etc., resorted to by the British at all levels, including at the level of the 

British Cabinet in England in their no-holds-barred game of power politics with the help 

of official treaties and other documents. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/British-Takeover-India-Modus-Operandi/dp/8173056625 

https://india.oup.com/product/minority-pasts-9788194831686
https://www.amazon.in/Between-You-Me-Flight-Societal-ebook/dp/B07DM8X16T
https://www.amazon.in/Between-You-Me-Flight-Societal-ebook/dp/B07DM8X16T
https://primusbooks.com/enquiries-in-medieval-india-religion-society-culture-and-polity-by-rattan-lal-hangloo/
https://primusbooks.com/enquiries-in-medieval-india-religion-society-culture-and-polity-by-rattan-lal-hangloo/


30. Eaton, Richard M. The Lotus & the lion: essays on India's Sanskritic and Persinate 

worlds. Delhi: Primus Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55122) 

954.04EAT 

The Lotus and The Lion dwell on Indian history between the eleventh and the eighteenth 

centuries, when India was the site of the encounter between two great pan-Asian literary 

traditions, the Sanskrit and the Persian-metaphorically, the lotus and the lion-and the 

socio-cultural and moral worlds they created and sustained. The book's first part explores 

how these cosmopolitan and prestigious worlds interacted both with each other and with 

regional cultures. The second part presents five essays dealing with Islam in precolonial 

India, ranging from the nature of Islamic traditions, to Islamization in Punjab and Bengal, 

to current debates on understanding Islam in India. The third part offers two essays on the 

Mughals, the first elaborating different kinds of frontiers in Mughal history, and the 

second proposing new ways of evaluating the emperors Akbar and 'Alamgir. The fourth 

part contains four essays on the Deccan, ranging from the Tughluq invasion to the earliest 

advent of gunpowder technology and of written vernaculars in the region. The book 

closes with five essays on historical methodology, each one illustrating a different way of 

engaging with, and of illuminating, India's rich past. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Lotus-Lion-Essays-Sanskritic-Persianate/dp/9355725787 

 

31. Standley, Peter. Hul! Hul!: the supresssion of the Santhal rebellion in Bengal 1855. New 

Delhi: Bloomsbury, 2022. (Acc. No. 55196) 

  954.031 STA 

 If not for the famous Indian mutiny-rebellion of 1857, the Santal "Hul" (rebellion) of 1855 

would today be remembered as the most serious uprising that the East India Company ever 

faced. Instead, this rebellion-to which 10 per cent of the Bengal Army's infantry was 

committed and in which at least 10,000 Santals died-has been forgotten. While its memory 

lived among Santals, British officers published little about it, and most of the sepoys 

involved died in 1857. In the words of one British officer, the Hul was "not war ... but 

execution", and perhaps thus was dismissed as unworthy of attention by military historians. 

Source:https://www.amazon.com/Hul-Suppression-Santal-Rebellion-

Bengal/dp/1787385426 

 

 

 

International Relations 

 

32. Joshi, Manoj. Understanding the India China border: the enduring threat of war in the 

high Himalayas. Gurugram: Harper Collins, 2022. (Acc. No. 55294)  

327.54051 JOS 

The entire 4,000-kilometre Sino-Indian boundary is disputed. In 1962, the two countries 

fought a short and vicious war that went badly for India, and from which Nehru never 

recovered. The border, called the Line of Actual Control, is not marked on any map 

agreed upon by the two sides; it runs through the largely unpopulated and inhospitable 

high mountains of the Himalayas. From the 1990s, as Beijing and New Delhi sought to 

resolve their seemingly intractable border dispute, an elaborate system of agreements 

kept the situation akin to a kettle on a slow boil. 

https://www.amazon.in/Lotus-Lion-Essays-Sanskritic-Persianate/dp/9355725787


But the kettle is now boiling over. The two rising Asian giants, both led by strongly 

nationalistic regimes, neither of which wishes to blink first, are seeking geopolitical and 

strategic advantage. This timely book, Understanding the India-China Border: The 

Enduring Threat of War in the High Himalayas, explains what is happening on 'the roof 

of the world', and why that matters for us all. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Understanding-India-China-Border-Enduring-

Himalayas/dp/9394407723 

 

33. Bhatia, Rajiv. India-Africa relations: changing horizons. Oxon: Routledge, 2022. (Acc. 

No. 55215) 

327.5406 BHA 

This book explores the emergence and assertion of Africa as a significant actor and 

stakeholder in global affairs and the transformation of the India–Africa relationship. 

 

Beginning from this strategic perspective, the book presents an in-depth exploration of 

India–Africa partnership in all its critical dimensions. It delineates the historical backdrop 

and shared colonial past to focus on and contextualise the evolution of the India–Africa 

engagement in the first two decades of the 21st century. The book scrutinises the 

unfolding international competition in Africa in depth, which includes global actors such 

as the EU, US, and Japan, among others, focusing especially on China's growing 

influence in the region. Further, it dissects objectively the continental, regional and 

bilateral facets of India–Africa relations and gives a roadmap to strengthen and deepen 

the relationship in the coming decade. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/INDIA-AFRICA-RELATIONS-CHANGING-Rajiv-

Bhatia/dp/1032268980 

 

34. Srinivas, V. G20 @ 2023: the roadmap to Indian presidency. New Delhi: Pentagon Press, 

2023. (Acc. No. 55295)   

327 SRI 

India assumes G20 Presidency from  1 December 2022. Prime Minister Modi has said 

that India looks forward to a Presidency of healing, harmony and hope. For a nation 

deeply committed to multilateralism and democracy, the G20 Presidency is a significant 

moment in India`s history. 

 

G20 @ 2023 – The Roadmap to Indian Presidency, traces the rise of the G20, in battling 

financial crisis - the Global Financial Crisis of 2008-09, the Eurozone Crisis of 2010, and 

the COVID-19 pandemic of 2019 and in formulating an agenda for strong, sustainable 

and balanced growth. The author documents the complex functioning of the G20 and its 

collaboration with important multilateral institutions - International Monetary Fund, 

World Bank, World Trade Organization, World Health Organization, Financial Stability 

Board, OECD, UNFCC and non-governmental/civil society Engagement Groups. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/G20-2023-Roadmap-Indian-Presidency/dp/9390095743 
 

https://www.amazon.in/INDIA-AFRICA-RELATIONS-CHANGING-Rajiv-Bhatia/dp/1032268980
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Language 

 

35. Devy, G. N., eds. The languages of Gujarat, Diu and Daman and Dadra and Nagar 

Haveli. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2022. (Acc. No. 55223) 

410.209547 LAN 

The Languages of Gujarat, Diu & Daman and Dadra & Nagar Haveli (volume nine, part 

two) sheds light on not just Gujarati and its varieties, but also other Scheduled and Non-

Scheduled languages, Tribal languages, and most importantly, the languages of 

Denotified, Nomadic and Coastal communities in use in the state as well as the union 

territory. It is hoped that the volume will draw attention to the distinct linguistic 

environment and the harmony with which these languages coexist in this part of the 

country. 

Source: https://www.orientblackswan.com/details?id=9789354422874 

 

36. Saxena, Akshya. Vernacular English: reading the anglophone in postcolonial India. 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55198) 

  427.954 SAX 

Against a groundswell of critiques of global English, Vernacular English argues that 

literary studies are yet to confront the true political import of the English language in the 

world today. A comparative study of three centuries of English literature and media in 

India, this original and provocative book tells the story of English in India as a tale not of 

imperial coercion, but of a people’s language in a postcolonial democracy. 

 

Focusing on experiences of hearing, touching, remembering, speaking, and seeing 

English, Akshya Saxena delves into a previously unexplored body of texts from English 

and Hindi literature, law, film, visual art, and public protests. She reveals little-known 

debates and practices that have shaped the meanings of English in India and the 

Anglophone world, including the overlooked history of the legislation of English in India. 

She also calls attention to how low castes and minority ethnic groups have routinely used 

this elite language to protest the Indian state. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Vernacular-English-Reading-Anglophone-

Postcolonial/dp/0691244790 

 

Law 

 

37. Divan, Shyam. Environmental law & policy in India: cases and materials. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55170) 

   344.54046 DIV 

This book scrutinizes almost every aspect of environmental law concerned with 

constitutional and legislative provisions, judicial remedies, and procedures. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Environmental-Law-Policy-India-

Materials/dp/0192865455 

 

https://www.orientblackswan.com/details?id=9789354422874
https://www.amazon.in/Vernacular-English-Reading-Anglophone-Postcolonial/dp/0691244790
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38. Lariviere, Richard W. Common sense and legal history in India: collected essays on 

Hindu law and dharmasastra. Delhi: Primus Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55288) 

342.54 LAR 

Common Sense and Legal History in India brings together the shorter works of Richard 

W. Lariviere on one important tradition of law in classical and medieval India— the 

corpus of Sanskrit legal texts called dharmaśāstra. Lariviere’s contributions to both 

general and specific topics of Hindu law have changed our understanding of the depth 

and complexity of legal ideas, the possibilities and limits of Sanskrit legal sources for 

historical study, and the continuing relevance of dharmaśāstra in colonial and 

contemporary India. The essays collected in this volume demonstrate the value of careful 

philological study of Sanskrit materials and exemplify an approach to Indological studies 

that highlights the achievement of traditional scholarship while maintaining critical 

modern perspectives. Lariviere’s research and interpretations, now collected in one place, 

are essential reading for legal historians of India. 

Source:https://primusbooks.com/common-sense-and-legal-history-in-india-collected-

essays-on-hindu-law-and-dharmasastra-by-richard-w-lariviere/ 

 

39. Sharma, Mool Chand. Article 370: a monograph. Gurugram: OakBridge Publishing, 

2022. (Acc. No. 55230) 

342.546 SHA  

Article 370 – A Monograph traces the journey of this Constitutional provision from its 

inception to its abrogation and the following happenings. In the book, the author has 

adopted a novel approach of first setting the context by analysing the historical, socio-

cultural, political, legal and judicial aspects of Kashmir. With this background, the author 

has discussed the events that led to the inclusion of Article 370 in the Constitution of 

India, its position through the years and finally its abrogation. The author views these 

developments through a multitude of lenses providing a holistic picture of what its impact 

has been on the region and the people of Kashmir, and the region’s relationship with the 

other countries in the world.  

Source: https://www.amazon.in/370-Prof-Mool-Chand-Sharma/dp/9391032621 

 

40. Bhasin, Anuradha. A dismantled State: the untold story of Kashmir after Article 370. 

Gurugram: Harper Collins, 2023 (Acc. No. 55292) 

342.546 BHA 

On 5 August 2019, the status of Jammu and Kashmir was altered by revoking Articles 

370 and 35A, constitutional clauses that gave the region a sliver of autonomy since its 

accession to India in 1947. On the ground in the erstwhile state, the destiny of 1.4 crore 

Indian citizens had been decided while they were cocooned in their homes, trapped 

between concertina wires and barricades. Petitions challenging the abrogation are yet to 

be heard by the Supreme Court. 

The home minister announced, 'Not a drop of blood was shed', even as officials defined 

Kashmir's deafening silence as 'willing acceptance'. The silence was accompanied by 

increased military presence in what was already one of the most militarized zones of the 

world. Roads were sealed, the internet suspended and communication brought to a halt. 

Kashmir became a war zone in the dead of night. 

https://primusbooks.com/common-sense-and-legal-history-in-india-collected-essays-on-hindu-law-and-dharmasastra-by-richard-w-lariviere/
https://primusbooks.com/common-sense-and-legal-history-in-india-collected-essays-on-hindu-law-and-dharmasastra-by-richard-w-lariviere/
https://www.amazon.in/370-Prof-Mool-Chand-Sharma/dp/9391032621


Source: https://www.amazon.in/Dismantled-State-Untold-Story-Kashmir/dp/9356296081 

 

41. Chhibbar, Ashish. Navigating the Indian cyberspace maze: guide for policymakers. New 

Delhi: KW Publishers, 2022. (Acc. No. 55289) 

343.0999054 CHH 

This book presents an exciting and fascinating journey into the world of cyberspace with 

focus on the impactful technologies of AI, block chain and Big Data analysis, coupled 

with an appraisal of the Indian cyberspace ecosystem. It has been written especially for a 

policymaker in order to provide a lucid overview of the cyberspace domain in adequate 

detail. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Navigating-Indian-Cyberspace-Maze-G/dp/9389137470 

 

42. Raj, Kaleeswaram. Constitutional concerns: writings on law and life. Delhi: Tulika 

Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55115) 

  342.733 RAJ 

 The severe setback to India’s polity during the period 2018–21 is distinct and 

unprecedented. It is inaccurate and erroneous to describe this phase as one of an informal 

Emergency. These four years, in continuation with the political shift that occurred with 

Narendra Modi election in 2014, shows the country’s transformation. This change, if not 

checked, can lead to annihilation of the very idea of India. 

To fight the existing despotism, one needs to understand its characteristics politically, 

economically, socially and constitutionally. One way of doing this, is to reflect on the 

contemporary issues and developments in the legal realm which are closely associated with 

the political transition. This book is an attempt to explore the process of 

‘deconstitutionalization’ by looking at certain contemporary topics. The chapters, 

cumulatively, make out a case for cautious political optimism in the face of challenges. A 

great democracy, even with all its limits, is not to be surrendered to plutocracy underlined 

by bigotry. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Constitutional-Concerns-Writings-Law-

Life/dp/8195055982 

 

 

Literature 

 

43. Busch, Alison, eds. Culture and Circulation: literature in motion in early modern India. 

Delhi: Primus Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 55189) 

   891.1 CUL 

   Culture and Circulation takes an innovative approach to early modern Indian literature. 

The authors foreground the complex hybridity of literary genres and social milieus, 

capturing elements that have eluded traditional literary history. In this book, jointly edited 

by Allison Busch and Thomas de Bruijn, Hindi authors rub shoulders with their Persian 

counterparts in the courts of Mughal India; the fame of Mirabai, a poetess from Rajasthan, 

travels to Punjab; the sayings of Kabir are found to be as difficult to pin down as the 

wandering holy men who transmitted them. Drawing on new archives in several Indian 

languages, Culture and Circulation presents fresh ideas that will be of interest to scholars of 

Indian literature, religious studies, and early modern history. The current reprint makes this 

https://www.amazon.in/Dismantled-State-Untold-Story-Kashmir/dp/9356296081
https://www.amazon.in/Navigating-Indian-Cyberspace-Maze-G/dp/9389137470


book available to a larger audience in India, where it will find a readership among those 

interested in the history of cultural traditions that continue to have a meaning in present-

day Indian society. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Culture-Circulation-Literature-Motion-

Modern/dp/9391144586 

 

44. Sharma, Sanjula. The Temple. New Delhi: Authors Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55296) 

821 (Ind) SHA 

The Temple' is a poetic work of 50 quatrains in the Rubaiyat form that encapsulates the 

poet's spiritual vision. The search for the true temple begins at an altar the poet visits as a 

child and continues relentlessly as an outward journey, finally culminating within. 

Source: https://sanjulasharma.com/ 

 

45. Vanita, Ruth. The Dharma of justice in the Sanksrit epics: debates on gender, varna, and 

species. New York: Oxford University Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55116) 

  891.2103209 VAN 

  This book highlights debates in the epics among men and women from all sections of 

society. These debates criticize discrimination based on gender, varna, poverty, age, and 

disability through the dharmas of singleness, friendship, marriage, parenting, and ruling. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Dharma-Justice-Sanskrit-Epics-Debates/dp/019285982X 

 

46. Olivelle, Patrick. Reading texts and narrating history. Delhi: Primus Books, 2022. (Acc. 

No. 55121) 

891.1 OLI 

‘The close attention required for editing and translating gives Olivelle an unparalleled 

understanding of the texts and inspires numerous articles and essays contained in this 

volume that draw out key ideas and insights from those same sources. Only careful 

philological editing and the hard interpretive choices of translation enable progress in our 

historical understanding of India. Among the advances that philology makes possible is 

an improved sense of chronology in ancient India. Although uncertain chronologies still 

pose challenges for this period, readers are invited to note how often Olivelle makes 

arguments based on historical simultaneity or sequence. His feel for the texts and his 

scrutiny of the historical markers in them enables him to place ideas, institutions, and 

authors in plausible chronological contexts. 

Source: https://primusbooks.com/ancient/collected-essays-iii-reading-texts-and-narrating-

history-by-patrick-olivelle/ 

 

47. Mohanty, Satya. Dancing on the edge. Bhubhneshwar: Dhauli Books, 2022. (Acc. No. 

55157) 

            821 (Ind) MOH 

‘Dancing on the Edge is about persons at war with themselves. It retrieves fragments and 

episodes from the multiple pasts that we inherit and live in. The unmistakably layered 

poems, deeply rooted in monolithic and cross-pollinated cultures, create a cultural 

confluence. They explore belonging and exile, love and betrayal, suffering and 

realization, hope and soaring ambition. There is a kind of fox-trotting between history 

https://www.amazon.in/Culture-Circulation-Literature-Motion-Modern/dp/9391144586
https://www.amazon.in/Culture-Circulation-Literature-Motion-Modern/dp/9391144586
https://sanjulasharma.com/
https://www.amazon.in/Dharma-Justice-Sanskrit-Epics-Debates/dp/019285982X
https://primusbooks.com/ancient/collected-essays-iii-reading-texts-and-narrating-history-by-patrick-olivelle/
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and modernity, sadness and hope, earthiness and largeness of historical vision,’ reads the 

blurb of this maiden poetry collection of Satya Mohanty. 

Source: https://www.odisha.plus/2020/03/book-review-dancing-on-the-edge/ 

 

48. Karunatilaka, Shehan. The seven moons of Malli Almeida. Gurugram: Penguin, 2022. 

(Acc. No. 55199) 

   823 KAR 

Colombo, 1990. Maali Almeida, war photographer, gambler and closet gay, has woken 

up dead in what seems like a celestial visa office. His dismembered body is sinking in the 

Beira Lake and he has no idea who killed him. At a time when scores are settled by death 

squads, suicide bombers and hired goons, the list of suspects is depressingly long, as the 

ghouls and ghosts who cluster around him can attest. But even in the afterlife, time is 

running out for Maali. He has seven moons to try and contact the man and woman he 

loves most and lead them to a hidden cache of photos that will rock Sri Lanka. Ten years 

after his prizewinning novel Chinaman established him as one of Sri Lanka’s foremost 

authors, Karunatilaka is back with a rip-roaring epic, full of mordant wit and disturbing 

truths. 

Source: https://penguin.co.in/book/the-seven-moons-of-maali-almeida/ 

 

49. Biswas, Rajnita, tr. The Areca nut tree and other stories: contemporary women's writing 

from Assam. New Delhi: Vitasta, 2022. (Acc. No. 55207) 

   823 (Ind) ARE 

   The Areca Nut Tree and Other Stories showcases works by a new generation of 

Assamese women writers, whose spectrum is wide and not confined to so-called 

‘women-centric’ subjects. Be it a defiant woman sticking to her minuscule plot of land 

and challenging a land-grabber uncle, a woman trying to bring about a change in a river 

island, an adolescent girl tricked into marriage and trafficked taking on a new avatar as a 

revered sanyasin, a poetic portrayal of a man desperately looking for his lost love through 

his wanton ways, or a scathing comment on a voyeuristic society, these stories deal with 

human issues and experiences from different angles. Powerful voices not dictated or 

influenced by patriarchal dominance in society, these are tales that will offer readers a 

glimpse into the richness of Assamese literature of our times. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Areca-Nut-Tree-Other-Stories/dp/9390961688 

 

50. Narain, Kunwar. The play of dolls: stories. Gurgaon: Penguin Books, 2020. (Acc. No. 

55172) 

  823 (Ind) NAR 

  Kunwar Narain's unusual short stories broke new ground and rejuvenated the genre when 

they appeared on the Indian literary landscape in 1971. Half a century later, in vivid 

English translation for the first time, they seem just as far-reaching: sometimes in the 

novelty of their insight, sometimes in their transcendence, sometimes in the world views 

they together uncover. By turns allegorical, satirical, poetic, poignant, playful and bizarre, 

Narain's layered, often deceptively simple tales unravel the existential and moral 

bewilderments of a society navigating the cold, cruel worlds of its own creation, while also 

allowing hope in the truly human. These bold, sometimes comic, often experimental and 

https://www.odisha.plus/2020/03/book-review-dancing-on-the-edge/
https://penguin.co.in/book/the-seven-moons-of-maali-almeida/
https://www.amazon.in/Areca-Nut-Tree-Other-Stories/dp/9390961688


metaphysical stories weave love and otherness, fantasy and history, tenderness and silence, 

leaving us both restive and redeemed at once. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Play-Dolls-Stories-Kunwar-Narain/dp/0143446959 

 

51. Shaw, Graham. Subaltern squibs and sentimental rhymes: the raj reflected in light verse. 

Kolkata: Jadavpur University Press, 2021. (Acc. No. 55218) 

  821.808 SHA  

  This is the first anthology to be devoted exclusively to light verse composed by British 

authors in undivided India, plus a few items illustrating parallel experiences in Sri Lanka 

and Myanmar. Written overwhelmingly by the junior ranks of the military and civil 

service, these works constitute a ‘running commentary’ on the Raj from below. The 

typical subaltern liked to picture himself as unduly put upon, unfairly ignored, and 

inexplicably underrated.  Before departure for India, the impressionable heads of young 

recruits could all too easily be filled with stories of immense fortunes to be easily made by 

‘shaking the Pagoda Tree’. Once in India, such dreams quickly evaporated for a variety of 

reasons – the climate, the isolation, the slow pace or complete lack of career advancement, 

illness, or untimely death. Whatever the authors may have lacked in technical skill and 

refinement of poetical expression, they more than made up for by the vast range of subject-

matter tackled and the outspokenness of the reactions recorded – amusing, surprising, 

shocking, scurrilous, abusive or otherwise thoroughly distasteful. As witnesses to both 

attitudes and events, these verses are of enormous value to social and cultural as well as 

political historians of nineteenth-century India. 

Source: https://jadunivpress.com/2021/03/24/subaltern-squibs-sentimental-rhymes/ 

 

Medical Sciences 

 

52. Lal, Vinay. The Fury of Covid -19: the politics, histories, and unrequited love of the 

coronavirus. New Delhi: Macmillan, 2020. (Acc. No. 55195) 

614.4090512 LAL 

 

Military Science 

 

53. Waslekar, Sundeep. A world without war: the history, politics and resolution of conflict. 

Gurugram: Harper Collins, 2022. (Acc. No. 55297) 

355.02 WAS 

In this powerful and thought-provoking book, thought leader Sundeep Waslekar 

examines the history of war and offers a solution for achieving world peace and global 

progress by exiting the arms race threatening human existence. The invention of 

dangerous weapons, missiles and killer robots alongside the rise of nationalism and 

intolerance of others makes human beings more vulnerable today than ever before. We 

may survive terrorist attacks, climate change and pandemics, but humankind cannot 

survive a global war that uses nuclear weapons. The threat of a nuclear war may seem 

distant to many, but the truth is that in many countries a single leader or a small group of 

leaders has the power to set off a nuclear attack. The risk of a war is very real, and has the 

potential to end human civilization. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/World-without-War-Sundeep-Waslekar/dp/9356292078 

https://www.amazon.in/Play-Dolls-Stories-Kunwar-Narain/dp/0143446959
https://www.amazon.in/World-without-War-Sundeep-Waslekar/dp/9356292078


 

54. Galeotti, Mark. Putin's wars: from Chechnya to Ukraine. Oxford: Osprey Publishing, 

2022. (Acc. No. 55237) 

355.4047 GAL  

Putin's Wars is a timely overview of the conflicts in which Russia has been involved 

since Vladimir Putin became prime minister and then president of Russia, from the First 

Chechen War to the two military incursions into Georgia, the annexation of Crimea and 

the eventual invasion of Ukraine itself. But it also looks more broadly at Putin's 

recreation of Russian military power and its expansion to include a range of new 

capabilities, from mercenaries to operatives in a relentless information war against 

Western powers. This is an engrossing strategic overview of the Russian military and the 

successes and failures on the battlefield. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/Putins-Wars-Chechnya-Mark-Galeotti/dp/1472847547 

 

 

Politics and Public Administration 

 

55. Chopra, Sanjeev. We the people of the states of Bharat ,the making and remaking of 

India's internal boundaries. Gurugram: HarperCollins Publishers, 2022. (Acc. No. 55291)  

320.10954 CHO 

Given that the nine provinces of British India as well as the 562 princely states that 

existed in August 1947 are not reflected on the map of India in the seventy-fifth year of 

its independence speaks volumes about the nation's ability to negotiate its political and 

administrative boundaries with its citizens. While the process of reimagining India 

through its constituent units - the states - has, on occasion, been due to administrative 

requirements, most restructuring in the internal boundaries is marked by the aspirations, 

assertions and adjustments of linguistic and/or ethnic groups seeking their place in the 

state and federal polity. 

For Dr Sanjeev Chopra, what started as research into land measurement instruments for 

revenue records and land settlements eventually became a narrative on mapping state 

boundaries and a record of the contemporary political history of India through its 

geography. The book includes captivating material from the reports of the States 

Reorganization Commission and Linguistic Reorganization Commission, records from 

state papers as well the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

Source: https://www.amazon.in/We-People-States-Bharat-Boundaries/dp/935629142X 

 

56. Chaudhuri, Sukanta, ed. Machiavelli then and now: history, politics, literature. New 

York: Cambridge Unviersity Press, 2022. (Acc. No. 55120) 

 320.5 MAC 

Machiavelli's ideas are as important in our time as in his own. His insights and 

prescriptions help us make sense of today's political upheavals and natural calamities and 

reduce them to a working order. The chapters in Machiavelli Then and Now explore 

Machiavelli's central concerns: statecraft and order, liberty and citizenship, diplomacy 

https://www.amazon.in/We-People-States-Bharat-Boundaries/dp/935629142X


and leadership, modes of strategization, the quest for empire - all set against the basic 

contention between autarchy, oligarchy and democracy. They also address the ethical and 

behaviourial factors behind political practice, such as force, suasion, ambition, corruption 

and vigilance in public discourse. The contributors consider the role of language, text and 

the imagination in Machiavelli, and they also bring the Machiavellian discourse closer to 

our own times, in relation to Gandhi, Gramsci and Althusser. The book will interest 

historians, political scientists and students of public policy; philosophers, rhetoricians and 

literary critics; and no less institution builders, diplomats and, administrators. 

Source:https://www.amazon.com/Machiavelli-Then-Now-Politics-

Literature/dp/1316516725 

 

Reference 

 

57. The Statesman's yearbook 2023: the politics, cultures and economies of the world. (Acc. 

No. 55194) 

  052 STA.2023 

The Statesman's Yearbook continues to be the reference work of choice for accurate and 

reliable information on every country in the world. Covering political, economic, social 

and cultural aspects, the Yearbook is also available online for subscribing institutions. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Statesmans-Yearbook-2023-Politics-

Economies/dp/1349960551 

 

58. Wade-Matthews, Max. The Encyclopedia of music: a guide to the greatest composers and 

insturments of the orchestra. [s.l.]Lorenz Books, 2020. (Acc. No. 55204) 

 784 WAD 

  This beautifully illustrated reference is a guide to the history of music, instruments of the 

orchestra and the most influential classical composers. All sections of the orchestra are 

covered: strings, woodwind and brass, percussion, keyboards and the voice, as well as 

historical, rare and non-Western instruments. An authoritative guide to over 100 of the 

most famous classic composers then follows. From Bach to Xenakis all styles of 

compositions from medieval times to the present day are included. The fascinating lives of 

the great composers are detailed, the places where they lived and worked, scenes from 

their ballets or operas, and examples of original scripts. This comprehensively updated 

new edition is illustrated with over 1000 photographs and illustrations. 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Music-Encyclopedia-composers-instruments-

orchestra/dp/0754835022 

 

Religion 

 

59. Mohanji. The power of purity: essential essays and answers about spiritual paths and 

liberation. Gurugram: Penguin, 2017. (Acc. No. 55161) 



294.544 MOH 

Who am I? Where have I come from? Why am I here? What is my purpose? Why do 

people suffer? What is karma? What is reincarnation?Such burning existential questions 

have intrigued many since time immemorial. It is not for the faint of heart to pore over 

abstruse and often cryptic scriptures, or perform intense spiritual practices to get a 

glimpse of the truth. A panacea for seekers, The Power of Purity is a compilation of 

Mohanji's spontaneous answers to questions posed during various satsangs (spiritual 

discourses) and interactions across the world. With razor-sharp clarity and wit, Mohanji 

provides the reader with deep, subtle, yet easy-to-understand insights into the varied 

aspects of human existence, uniting the seemingly contrasting goals of spiritual mastery 

and worldly success. Many can use this book as a guide to finding solutions to life's 

myriad problems by randomly turning to one of its pages. In Mohanji's words, 'This book 

has been compiled to aid you to find your SELF and stay with your own soul. Those who 

are not eligible to read this book will not get to see it. Those who are casual readers will 

not understand this book. Those who were awaiting this message will take the cue and the 

next step . . . Nothing is accidental. ' 

Source:https://www.amazon.in/Power-Purity-Essential-Spiritual-

Liberation/dp/0143453211 

 

Sociology 

 

60. Kanth, Amod K. Khaki on broken wings: cases that shocked India. New Delhi: 

Bloomsbury, 2023. (Acc. No. 55243)  

363.250954 KAN 

In the second volume of the Police Diaries series, Khaki on Broken Wings, former director 

general of police Amod K. Kanth untangles some of the most sensational and heinous 

crimes that dominated national headlines. Deploying his deep knowledge of real world 

crimes committed by the rich and the powerful, Kanth lays bare the loopholes within the 

criminal justice system, comprising the police, whose investigations are crucial to any 

prosecution, the courts and lawyers, and the prison and correctional services, which they 

exploit ruthlessly. 

Source: https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/khaki-on-broken-wings-9789388912129/ 

 

61. Kapoor Mahawar, Nutan, eds. Advancing reformed multilateralism in the changing 

world. Chennai: Macmillan, 2022. (Acc. No. 55155) 

303.482 ADV 

62. Adams, Abha. Parenting in the age of anxiety: raising children in India in the 21st 

century. New Delhi: Aleph Book, 2023. (Acc. No. 55216) 

649.1 ADA 
Over the past decade, Indian society has experienced a significant increase in rates of 

depression, self-harm, and anxiety disorders among children and young adults. This increase 

coincides with massive changes in our lifestyles, family structures, our approach to 

pedagogy, and expectations from the school system. In addition, our society has become 

intensely consumer- (and consumption-) driven with a proliferation of attractive products, 

enticing guarantees, and specialist advice. But social media follower counts, expensive digital 

devices, and the deluge of information on the internet will never be adequate replacements 

https://www.bloomsbury.com/in/khaki-on-broken-wings-9789388912129/


for active and present parenting. In Parenting in the Age of Anxiety, innovative educationist 

Abha Adams explores the journey that parents, children, and educators take together over the 

first eighteen years of a child’s life.   

Source: https://www.alephbookcompany.com/book/parenting-in-the-age-of-anxiety-raising-

children-in-india-in-the-21st-century/ 
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